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Certain to ‘come out onn top’ with this
project, Taipei-based arirchitecture
firm xrange has designeed a 120-
room boutique hotel, coomplete with
international conferencee facilities, for
the peak of the toweringg mountain

range that surrounds Suun Moon Lake.

An impressive site that ¢ once boasted
a residence owned by CChiang Kai-
shek, the location commmands a vast
panorama of the sceneery that has
made Taiwan's largest lzlake a popular
destination for tourists. F Responding

to the spectacular viewws, the designers
envisioned a building wihose form and

situation would offer gudests a 360°
vista—an experience ‘mnoulded’ from
the natural boundaries ¢ set by slopes
too steep for constructicion and
including vast groves off existing

trees. Stretched to its maximum, the
footprint of the building utilizes the
horizontal expanse of the site. The
contoured forms of the architecture
hover above the treetops, evoking
images of geclogical or meteorological
effects akin to swirling clouds or
windswept rock striations. Continuously
transforming, the geometry of exterior
screen walls makes the curvaceous
planes of the building appear to
revolve. Each floor of the hotel is a
prestressed, prefab structural unit,
These units are stacked in a seemingly
haphazard, organic manner to create
generous, sweeping overhangs
featuring amenities such as roofed
patios, terraces and observation decks.

o~

A foot at one side of the base
of the building accommodates
an auditorium that opens
directly onto decks, offering
business people assembled at
the hotel for meetings or con-
gresses a momentary escape
from lengthy lectures.
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Various garden decks are
found throughout the hotel.
The top 'slab’ houses a ban-
quet room, complete with pool
and spacious deck.
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The simple design of guest-
room interiors emphasizes the
vast horizontal planes of the
lake, visible from the windows.
In each room, a sleeping
platform extends to become
a desk and an eco-friendly
fireplace.
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View of the reception counter
(right) and restaurant (left) of
Sun Moon Lake, a Taiwanese
boutique hotel designed by
xrange.




